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US even
has rules

on bi.s

By Ken Bresler :
Special to The Globe

What if E.T. really showed
“up? e

And what if a boy nam
" Eiliott found him, gave him
shelter and, along with some
friends, absconded with the
extraterrestrial creature and
engineered his escape from
earth?

For one thing, a US gov-
“ernment agency would be

ready to slap Elliott with a_

$5000 fine and a one-year
‘ prison term for leaving a
quarantine area without per-
mission.
Then, all of Elliott's class-
mates could be quarantined
" too.

NASA regulations provide
for the detention, examina-
tion and decontamination of
people and things that have
" come in direct or indirect con-
tact with any person, thing,
. “animal or other form of life
or matter’ that has “touched
directly or come within the
atmospheric envelope of any
other celestial body.”

These are among the rules
that NASA has had in the
Code of Federal Regulations
since 1969. The regulations,
14 C.F.R. 1211, were issued
four days before men first
stepped on the moon, and
were followed for the first few
lunar missions.

Although the rules specifi-
cally refer to NASA missions,
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Neil H e
ell Hosenball. NASA's general coun-
sel, confirms that they can be apglied to space
missions not originating from earth. Hosenball
Is unaware of any contingency plans by NASA
to handle extraterrestrial vehicles or personnel,
but Steven Spielberg created an unofficlal sce-
nario for invoking the regulations with his mov-
fe 'l:,.T.. the Extra-Terrestrial.”

n “E.T.,” the extraterrestrial being and the
family that sheltered it were detalne(% in the;r

house, which was subsequently :
.bubble structure and Ssel?rroun}c’ie(:incl?;e (ejirlr:eg
guards. E.T. and Elliott, his first human friend
were subjected to medical procedures without *
their consent. All this would have been in accor-
dance with the NASA regulations (although not
_‘ncc’lclfsarﬂy \]vl:h the US Constitution).

- 1he regulations also stipulale tha y
quarantined shall at the Ic?arliest pqrta:t?c)aobr:f

. time be given "'a reasonable opportunity to com-

municate by telephone with legal counsel
- or oth-
er persons of his choice.” This provision might

:be construed to allow E.T. to phone home.




